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(Translated from the French) 

 

Text for the French Minister of Women’s Rights’ video  

for the 27 February roundtable in Amman (Jordan)  

 

This roundtable is organized by the European Feminist Initiative – 

with the support of the European Commission – and the Jordanian 

Ministry of Social Development. 

 

Its theme is: 

 

“Building Agenda for Enhancing Democracy through Ensuring 

Women’s Rights and Participation” 

 

 

 

As you know, human rights and democracy have long been 

priorities for France, who places the concept of “equality” at the 

heart of its motto.  Yet when it comes to relations between women 

and men, victory in the fight against inequalities is far from being 

secured for good:  it’s an age-old battle.  Last May, the President of 

the Republic, François Hollande, brought back a fully-fledged ministry 

for women’s rights after 26 years’ absence, and established the first 

government in the Republic’s history with an equal number of 

women and men.  With the Liberation came citizenship rights, 

followed by economic and social rights in the 70s and 80s, and 

particularly the right of women to decide what to do with their 
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bodies.  And now, with the advent of a third generation of women’s 

rights in France, we’re seeing genuine equality, not just paper rights, 

but effective rights.  

It’s the fulfilment of the promise of genuine equality, the real 

core of democracy, which President Hollande has chosen, through 

the defence of human rights – and women’s rights are part and 

parcel of human rights – to place at the heart of France’s national 

and international action. 

Since, as the great anthropologist Françoise Héritier has 

written, male domination is universal, in the sense that it exists in 

every corner of the world and has done so throughout the history of 

human civilizations.  But, as she also says, we don’t have to view it as 

necessary or inevitable just because it’s universal.  Human rights 

and the women’s rights, which form an integral part of them, are 

universal too. 

They are universal, first of all, because today we know that 

women’s full participation in the political and economic arena is 

absolutely key to States’ development and democratic governance.  

Since everywhere, in the North as in the South, inequalities between 

women and men are not only humanly unacceptable, but, as 

international reports show, are sources of immense economic losses 

for societies.  In the present crisis, States can’t go on any longer 

depriving themselves partially or totally of the pool of talent 
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represented by their female populations.  This is why in France, we 

have recently implemented a programme attacking the very roots of 

the inequalities and we’re taking action, starting in schools, to 

combat the gender stereotypes which perpetuate the old clichés 

about women and confine them to predetermined social roles. 

Secondly, women’s rights are universal because they are 

beginning to be recognized at world level, in a number of 

international instruments.  The Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Discrimination against Women, adopted in 1979 by the UN 

General Assembly, has today been ratified by 186 countries.  We’re 

working on lifting France’s reservations on this convention, 

recognizing how important it is on the ground in very many countries.  

Last December, the resolutions adopted at the United Nations 

General Assembly on eliminating all forms of violence against women 

and banning the practice of female genital mutilation are a signal that 

we are continuing to make headway. 

At this very moment, with our partners all over the world, we’re 

actively preparing the fifty-seventh session of the Commission on the 

Status of Women at the United Nations, which I’ll be attending and 

whose priority theme is the elimination and prevention of all forms of 

violence against women and girls. We know just how high 

expectations are on this issue, an urgent one as the recent news has 

just reminded us.  We expect this session to come up with an 
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agreement between the States based on satisfactory conclusions, 

commensurate with the peoples’ expectations. 

But we’re also preparing other major events of particular 

concern to the countries here today, which echo the theme of this 

roundtable.  In today’s rapidly moving international environment, 

we’re determined to pursue the Euro-Mediterranean process under 

way since the 2006 Istanbul and November 2009 Marrakesh 

meetings:  we’re keen to monitor, with our partners, the effective 

implementation of these commitments, and, in Paris on 3 and 4 July, 

we’ll be organizing, jointly with the European Union and Jordan, a 

ministerial meeting of the Union for the Mediterranean, devoted to 

strengthening women’s role in society.  Indeed, we know the role 

women played in the recent political and social movements in the 

Arab countries and we’re keen to see lasting progress in women’s 

rights alongside the reforms and transitions following the democratic 

revolutions in these countries. 

 

As recent events have shown, there’s today a global aspiration to 

defend women’s rights and promote equality between men and 

women, which States and international organizations must 

implement step by step, working with civil society.  I very much 

hope this roundtable can be a milestone on this path.  


